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Women, Children Kidnapped And Trafficked For Sex

BY DR. MARTIN BRASS

This is the final installment in a series that has barely
touched upon an unfolding tragedy: the trafficking of humans
for sex, which claims millions of victims annually and has accel-
erated the global spread of AIDS.

n my work and research and throughout this series, I have

received many impassioned comments that range from: Mind

your own business: I can do whatever I want outside of the

United States if it is legal; to, it is hard to become worked up

by what happens in the Third World when U.S. parents sex-
ually abuse and offer their own children; to, anyone who abuses
children and the helpless in such a manner should go to prison
for life. Although I was for the most part exposed to such atroc-
ities in Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Latin America, and Europe,
my research has revealed an appalling epidemic within the
United States, and disturbing accounts of trafficking and abuse
by U.S. citizens outside of the United States.

Nowhere are the intrigues, deceptions, cruelties, and bru-
tality of sexual bondage more pronounced than they are in
the United States and by U.S. expats offshore. Traffickers
into the United States include government officials, diplo-
mats, peacekeepers, crime bosses, members of Russian,
Asian, and Latin gangs, and warped individuals who import
and purchase personal slaves. Wealthy foreign princes, char-
latan businessmen, migrant workers, tourists and locals cre-
ate the demand in the United States.

Sexual-trafficking is one thread woven in a web of assas-
sinations, murder, extortion, racketeering, money-launder-
ing, bribery of public officials, drugs and gambling, accord-
ing to State Department Analyst Amy Richard.

Sex-trafficking poses a national-security threat to the
United States. “Trafficking is a lucrative source of income for
organized crime, often less risky than drug smuggling” for-
mer chief of the CIA James Woolsey told Insight. “Organized
crime assumes a stronger role which in turn corrupts law
enforcement and the rule of law ... thus creating a national-
security threat to the United States.”

U.S. citizens are among the most numerous sex tourists in

58

Central America, Southeast Asia and South Asia, according to
Congressional figures. Their promiscuity contributes to the
globalization of AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases
and increases the risk to unsuspecting spouses, lovers and chil-
dren in the U.S. Traffickers have been known to purchase HIV-
positive boys and girls both inside and outside of the United
States — because they are cheaper and had nothing to live for.
The sex slave trade has reached massive proportions. “The
number of African slaves transported here was between 5 mil-
lion and 6 million. There is no doubt that world trafficking [in
sex slaves] now is around that number,” said one activist.

Greed, Power, Lust = Unbridled Gruelty

The motives are greed, power and lust. Predictions are
that revenues from human trafficking could soon exceed rev-
enues from drug-trafficking. Sexual bondage becomes a
vicious cycle. U.S. sex slaves must reimburse an exploiter as
much as $40,000 to $60,000 to pay off expenses of smuggling
and accommodations. Once the debt is paid, the slave may be
sold again. Individual traffickers have reportedly raked in
more than $2 million in two years.

The official figure of 50,000 trafficked annually into the
U.S. is low in what is an underground activity according to
Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking. The
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) found more
than 250 trafficking brothels nationally fronted by strip
clubs, peep-and-touch shows, and massage parlors.

U.S. runaways and unsuspecting children are targets, both
for export, as well as for trafficking internally. The National
Center for Missing & Exploited children reports that pimps
haunt shopping malls, arcades, bus stations and other teen
hangouts. Children are “snatched” from in front of their
house, coming from school or at a store while with a parent.
Pimps place ads for secretaries, dancers, models or escort
services and often date the girls until they have them under
their control. For example, as the nongovernment organiza-
tion “Sauduction” reports, avaricious Saudi princes control
their child-sex ring from their Beverly Hills palaces. To con-
ceal their activities, the obscenely wealthy princes rent
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and 1 never imagined selling my body,” The girl was shifted
around from trailer to trailer as part of a ring run by Rogerio
Cadena of Veracruz. The victims of the Cadena ring dreaded
going home for fear for their lives, or fear they will be traf-
ficked again.

Mexican traffickers, or “coyotes” force Mexican girls as
young as 14 to the United States. One coyote, according to
Richard, held the girls for 11 days in the hills before crossing
the U.S. border on foot. Honduran Coyotes bring their
daughters across four borders to the United States where
they can work and send money home. The Herald Tribune
reports an FBI sting that targeted a string of bars and resi-
dences in Texas that succeeded in rescuing 70 women, 41 of
whom were Honduran women and girls.

“There are now enormous movements at the border that
we never saw before,” Mirta Kennedy, of the Honduran-based
Center for Women’s Studies told the Herald.

Throw-Away Staves, Purchased In India

For more than two decades, Lakireddy Bali Reddy,
Berkley’s richest landlord, built a real-estate and restaurant
empire. Diana Russell, a Berkley resident, sickened and out-
raged at the discovery that children were being held as sex
slaves in her neighborhood, describes Reddy’s demise: Three
girls were found unconscious from carbon monoxide poison-
ing in the apartment Reddy held them captive. Reddy and his
employees dragged two of the lifeless girls’ bodies into his
truck attempting to get rid of the evidence. One girl who had
escaped poisoning screamed as she was being forced into the
truck, alerting a passerby who called 911. Police rescued the
two girls and arrested the slave master.

“If it can happen here, it can happen anywhere” Jayashri
Srikantiah, attorney for Reddy’s victims. “If it had not been
for the tragic death of one of these girls in November 1999,
Reddy might still be operating today.”

Reddy “had been sexually molesting [raping] the girls for
the past four years.” Prosecutors said. The older girl said that
that “Reddy had sex with both of the [younger] girls fre-
quently in front of her”.

Ruddy was sentenced to eight years in prison and ordered
to pay $2 million in restitution to his victims.

Prostituting Legitimate Agencies

Travel agencies, consulates and embassies sometimes are
used as fronts to submit visa applications for sex slaves.
Fake employment documents are submitted from various
- companies. Corrupt law enforcement officials and INS agents
accept bribes from local brothels, and tip brothel owners off
to impending raids.

One German, Ludwig Janak, in cahoots with Thai opera-
tors, trafficked Asian women from Thailand to the United
States. Janak used his company, Bavarian Thai International
Manpower Company to submit visa applications that were
dropped off in a consular in-box. The U.S. Embassy in Seoul
uncovered a trafficking ring that had used travel agency refer-
ral program to obtain visas for 91 fraudulent applicants.

A Texan offered the trafficker $3,000 to provide a Thai girl
with a federal 194 form, giving her legal status in the United
States. In the United States, the girl worked off a $40,000
debt to the trafficker, and then turned trafficker herself.

The hooker-turned-pimp returned to Thailand to recruit
others. This time the middleman that supplied her with 1-94
forms was a U.S. INS undercover agent. She was arrested and
sentenced to two years in a California prison.

More than half of the girls trafficked to the U.S. come from
Asia, mostly through Chinese, Viethamese and other Asian gangs.
The FBI indicted 13 members of one Asian smuggling
ring for trafficking up to 1,000 Asians between ages 13 and

.25 to the U.S. One brothel was described as a “prison com-

pound” with barbed wire, fences, chained dogs and gang-
member-guards.

Brothel owners are forced to pay protection money to
Asian street gangs or are hired to watch the women until
their debt is paid-off, or to shift the girls around to avoid law
enforcement. Asian traffickers forbid women from making
prostitution out calls accept to Asian clients, says Richard.
Operators-of the Hong Kong Spa in D.C. were arrested for
purchasing underage immigrant Asian girls as young as 13-
years-old. The NGO Little Tokyo Service Center reports that
in California a Hmong gang kidnapped, raped and forced into
prostitution Hmong girls ages13 to 15 years.

Multi-state prostitution rings, trafficking women and girls
from Malaysia, China and Thailand were broken up in Las
Vegas and Atlanta. One Chinese woman was alleged to have
masterminded a scheme that operated from Hong Kong to the
United States, with the women trafficked from New York to
Los Angeles, Boston, Las Vegas, San Francisco, Atlanta and
Minneapolis.

Russian Gangs: Real Grime, False Proposals

At least 30 Russian Organized Criminal syndicates with
strong ties to organized crime groups in Russia and Ukraine
operate in the United States.

Gang members terrorize the girls by threatening them
with retaliation by the highly organized Russian mafia
“brotherhood”. In a Chicago case, for example, a Russian
American bragged about his Chechnya organized crime ties
and threatened Latvian women, intimidating one by telling
her he would cut her face, and escorting her to a mafia hang-
out for dinner so she would know that gang members could
identify her. One defiant Russian girl that tried to escape was
beaten so severely she ended up in the hospital, where she
was threatened by another Russian gangster. Another was
murdered gruesomely in Maryland, allegedly for holding
back her earnings from her pimp. ,

“Bogus marriage agencies are a favorite ruse with sex-traf-
fickers presenting false papers, assumed identities and phony
marriage partners who “invite” the women abroad. Girls are
told they have fiancés waiting, only to be forced into the sex
industry as soon as they are over the border,” Miramed
Institute, that fights trafficking in the former Soviet Union said.

Global Survival Network documents how mail-order bride
businesses are used as fronts to recruit and traffic Russian
women to the United States, where fiancée visas are easily
obtained. Some 200 U.S. mail-order-bride companies coordi-
nating with eight or more of their Russian branches arrange
between 2,000 and 5,000 marriages in the United States each
year. A $1,850 membership fee buys photos and videos of
women and minors. For additional money, the U.S. customer
can join a Russian tour, where numerous women may show
up for the “mixer” party for a group of only a dozen men.
Traffickers pick from groups of thousands of girls hoping for
western marriages and better futures, as their next victims.

An estimated 50,000 Filipina mail-order brides are in the
United States. The organization Deepthought says that many
of these women end up as servants and sex partners, some of

Continued on page 74
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